DECEMBER 23: MARTYRDOM OF SWAMI SHRADDHANAND 


Swami Shraddhanand was a towering figure not only for the Arya 
Samaj, but for humanity, and also among the illustrious pantheon of 
great thinkers, educationists, and social reformers that drove the 
intellectual regeneration and nationalism in India. Swami 
Shraddhanand had profoundly transformed the negative outlook on 
the Indian (Hindu) society by the emerging young intelligentsia. 





He had revived the traditional Gurukul system of education for both girls and boys, auguring 
to new generations of good, educated, ethical and enlightened citizens imbued with the Vedic 
ideals and a national outlook. 


He was one of the prominent disciples of Maharshi Swami Dayanand Saraswati, the 
forerunner of the Indian Renaissance, founder of the Arya Samaj and reconnected us to the 
authentic knowledge of the Vedas, the roots of Sanatan Dharma. 


His parents had named him Munshiram, and he renamed himself as Shraddhanand when he 
became a Sanyasi. He chose that name as to reflect his persona — “shraddhaa” , faith in all his 
actions and unshakable belief in truth. 


He had a brilliant inquisitive mind since childhood. Munshiram had developed bitterness for 
religion and idol worship when he was denied entry to a temple where a lady of princely origin 
was praying. He was disturbed as to “How and why could the idol (God) not prevent 
discrimination?” Drawn to Christianity, he was disillusioned by the behavior of a priest on the 
threshold of his becoming a Christian. He became an atheist, but was never convinced that 
atheism was a positive doctrine. 

Atheism had pushed him on the path of spiritual exploration. During his meetings with Swami 
Dayanand, he recognized the latter’s arguments as outstanding. Yet, Swami ji could not 
reestablish his faith in God. Swami Dayanand told him that “Only God can establish faith in 
your heart | can only bring light to clear your doubts and solve problems that are logical in 
nature.” 


He dedicated his autobiography “Kalyan Marg Ke Pathik” to Swami Dayanand Saraswati, who 
had triggered in him the desire to reengineer his life with new meaning and purpose. Swami 
Shraddhanand narrates his descent into both moral and spiritual decline as well as the later 
“transformation of the inner self”. The facts of his early life, leave no hint of the greatness to 
come; he admits having been an atheist and addicted to gambling, alcohol, and lust. His self- 
transformation gained so much intensity that he thereafter stood firmly anchored in the 
Sanatan Dharma and its roots — the Vedas. 


Joining the Arya Samaj, he had the courage to put his faith to his father. On Ekadashi Vrat 
(fast) he requested that he be discharged from doing the offerings to the Brahmans (priests). 
He decried that these were not true Brahmans but also affirmed his strong belief in real 
‘Brahmanatvoa’, that is ‘intellectuals who excel in conduct, are engaged in disseminating true 
knowledge, lead a life of generosity and morality, properly perform the duties of preserving 
the intellectual and spiritual culture of the society, live peacefully with spirit of selflessness, 
and are undisturbed by material conditions.’ On another occasion, he refused to follow his 
father’s instructions insisting that he would only be a hypocrite by doing a ritual that he did 
not believe in. 


‘Atmanirikshan’, self-questioning of one’s actions (thoughts, words and physical deeds) on 
the yardstick of dharma (ethical principles) unfolded his life disposition. His truthful, frank, 
austere, calm and unflinching personality made him a highly respected person on the social 
and political field. That’s the real conversion ...not religious ...rather become truly humane in 
the spirit of ‘manurbhava’. The Arya identity (be noble) stuck to him as his own skin: a 
harmonized self and public selfhood with harmony in thoughts, words and deeds (manasaa- 
vaachaa-karmanaa) and character, actions and nature (guna-karma-svabhaava). Swami 
Shraddhanand emphasized on self-transformation and the need to be role models. That was 
a paradigm shift from the western civilizational discourse which was and still is only a fallacy 
where self-affirmed superiority became cover-up for atrocities, namely - genocides, looting, 
plundering, exploitation, excessive levies ...etc. 


Swami Shraddhanand initiated the ‘shuddhi andolan’, bringing back Hindus lured or forcefully 
converted to other faiths under the umbrella of Sanatan Dharma; the harbinger of present 
day Ghar Vapasi’. He decried the twist in Indian politics where ‘avsarvaadi rajneeti’ 
(opportunistic or vote-bank politics) had took over reason and morality: appeasement of the 
some were given privileges while the rights of others simply ignored or crushed; agree to that 
Hindus be lured or forced to convert to other faiths but Hindus pressed upon not to bring 
them back to the fold; a further proposal was even voiced to the effect that the 
underprivileged (Dalits) were to be divided into two, half reckoned as Hindus and the other 
half be added up to Muslims. Privately acclaimed by political leaders and adversaries, he also 
earned their public wrath ...till the fateful day: December 23, 1926 Swami ji died of a gunshot 
attack by Abdul Rashid, an act of terror fueled by Swami ji’s antagonists. 

Swami Shraddhanand became a martyr in his ‘stand-up and stand-by’ for Sanatan Dharma 
(Hindus & Hinduism) and India as a nation ...a price he paid for his “Shraddha”, unswerving 
faith in his beliefs. 
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